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COMMISSION MEETING
August 6,2024

The Wilkinson County Board of Commissioners met in a Regular Session at 9:00 AM. The
following Commissioners were present: Chairman Anthony Bentley, Cornmissioner Flint
Shepherd, Commissioner James Hagins, Commissioner Robert Dame ,and Commissioner
Anderson Ford.

The following staff was present: Senior Account Tech 2 Rakita Sinkfield, County Manager Tracy
Strange, Senior Account Tech 1 Lindsey Benefield and County Attorney Benjamin Vaughn.

Broadcasted Live via Facebook.
Invocation
. Chairman Anthony Bentley asked Commissioner Anderson Ford to lead the invocation

Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Anthony Bentley lead the pledge

Agenda

Chatrman Anthony Bentley entertained a motion to approve the agenda. Motion made by
Commissioner Anderson Ford and second by Commissioner Flint Shepherd to approve the agenda.
Chairman Anthony Bentley voted yes, Commissioner Flint Shepherd voted yes, Commissioner
James Hagins voted yes, Commissioner Robert Dame voted yes, Commissioner Anderson Ford
voted yes. Motion carried with no opposition.

Minutes

Chairman Anthony Bentley entertained a motion to approve the Regular Session Minutes of the
July 2,2024 and call meeting minutes from July 16,2024, Motion made by Commissioner James
Hagins and second by Commissioner Flint Shepherd. Chairman Anthony Bentley voted yes,
Commissioner Flint Shepherd voted yes, Commissioner James Hagins voted yes, Commissioner
Robert Dame voted yes, Commissioner Anderson Ford voted yes. Motion carried with no
opposition.



Visitors’ Present

Donna Asbell, Beverly Clark, Denise Ryals, Graham Thompson
Recognition of Visitors / Presentations

0ld Business

New Business
a. The board discussed a quote for a motor grater from Yancey at $232,800.00. The board

discussed how it has a 20-hour demo warranty as well that it’s a off lease machine.
Chairman Anthony Bentley entertained a motion of approval of quote from Yancey for
Motor Grader for $232,800.00. Motion made by Commissioner Flint Shepherd and
second by Commissioner James Hagins of approval of quote from Yancey for Motor
Grader for $232,800.00. Chairman Anthony Bentley voted yes, Commissioner Flint
Shepherd voted yes, Commissioner James Hagins voted yes, Commissioner Robert
Dame voted yes, Commissioner Anderson Ford voted yes. Motion carried with no
opposition.

. The board discussed Balls Ferry State Park IGA. It’s an agreement that would be agreed

upon by the county and the Development Authority of Wilkinson County. The board
discussed a few key points in the agreement that they would like to see changed or
altered before approval.

The board had a discussion of Recreation Department Transition. Chairman Anthony
Bentley talked about bidding out the operations and pick who would be best for the
kids. Recreation Director John Carswell stated that it would be hard to find, because
one person wouldn’t be as passionate about every single sport. Chairman then
suggested to have one person oversee each sport, one person per sport. Chairman
Anthony Bentley also discussed how in some neighboring counties they have a board
where each person is over a specific sport. Chairman also talked about how he would
like to see someone come up with a 1,3, and 5-year plan for the recreation department
to see growth. The board ended up deciding to come to the next Recreation Board
meeting at 5:30 the following day.

. Chairman Anthony Bentley entertained a motion of approval of a plan to be sent over

to Department of Revenue for Freeport Tax Exemption. Motion made by
Commissioner Flint Shepherd and second by Commissioner Anderson Ford of
approval of a plan to be sent over to Department of Revenue for Freeport Tax
Exemption. Chairman Anthony Bentley voted yes, Commissioner Flint Shepherd voted
yes, Commissioner James Hagins voted yes, Commissioner Robert Dame voted yes,
Commissioner Anderson Ford voted yes. Motion cartied with no opposition.

Commissioner’s District Report




1. Commissioner Flint Shepherd talked about the fundraiser on August 17,2024 and how they
will have a duck race.

2. Commissioner Hagins talked about Miles Cemetery Road and how Charlie Palm the Road
Department Superintendent helped to get some issues fixed on that road.

3. Commissioner Robert Dame talked about how Road Superintendent Charlie Palm helped
to resolve some issues that he had been notified of from phone calls placed to him from
individuals in the community.

4. Commissioner Anderson Ford discussed how he would like a contractor to look at getting
Gordon MclIntyre Road resurfaced. County Manager Tracy Strange said that there is not a
concreate date just yet.

Chairman’s Report:

Chairman Anthony Bentley discussed the school board and library board discussing the school tax
millage rate to find the state average.

County Managers Report:

County Manager Tracy Strange talked about finding a replacement for Joyce Denson’s seat. She
also discussed how at her home she will be the first connection for Broadband. She tatked also
about the fundraiser that will be held on August 17,2024. Commissioner Flint Shepherd talked
about how broadband already has about 2,500 pole changes in hopes to getting more people
connected to broadband.

Comments from the Public

Donna Asbell talked about highway 441 and highway 57, Commissioner Robert Dame talked
about how there will be a sinkhole in that area and would have to re-route traffic through Irwinton
reducing speeds to a single lane.

A woman discussed how she had purchased a piece of property over on Tanglewood Road and
that the county owns another piece of land close to it and that she would like to purchase that piece
of land. County Manager Tracy Strange talked about how it could not just be sold to someone
outright and that it would need to be auctioned off,

Donna Asbell asked if the multi-purpose building would ever get completed and used. The board
said yes, it’s on its way to being completed.

Executive Session
Motion made by Commissioner Flint Shepherd to enter executive session to discuss
pending litigation, personnel, and real estate. Motion seconded by Commissioner
Anderson Ford. Commissioner James Hagins voted yes, Chairman Anthony Bentley voted
yes, Commissioner Robert Dame voted yes, Commissioner Anderson Ford voted yes, and
Commissioner Flint Shepherd voted yes. Motion carried with no opposition.

Motion to exit Executive Session made by Commissioner Flint Shepherd. Seconded by
Commissioner Anderson Ford. Commissioner Hagins voted yes, Chairman Anthony
Bentley voted yes, Commissioner Robert Dame voted yes and Commissioner Anderson



Ford voted yes, Commissioner Flint Shepherd voted yes. Motion carried with no
opposition. No action taken.

Adjournment

Chairman Anthony Bentley asked for a motion to adjourn. Motion made by Commissioner James
Hagins and seconded by Commissioner Flint Shepherd to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner
Hagins voted yes, Vice Chairman Flint Shepherd voted yes, Commissioner Robert Dame voted
yes, and Commissioner Anderson Ford. Motion carried with no opposition.

Notice to Visitors

The Board of Commissioners welcomes you to our meeting. We ask that you do not talk during the meeting to allow
us to hear all discussion between Commissioners. If you would like to be placed on the agenda, please contact the
Board of Commissioners Office at 946-2236 no later than the Thursday prior to meeting.



