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The Wilkinson County Board of Commissioners met for a Regular Session meeting on December 3 at 
9:00am. The following Commissioners were present: Chairman Anthony Bentley, Commissioner Flint 
Shepherd, Commissioner James Hagins, Commissioner Anderson Ford, & Commissioner Robert Dame.   
The Staff that were in attendance: Attorney Benjamin Vaughn, County Manager Tracy Strange, Senior 
Account Tech 2 Rakita Sinkfield.  
  
Visitors’ that were present  
Robert Davidson, Bud Owens, Tony Brown, Michael Patterson, Tece Bloodworth, and Graham 
Thompson.  
Broadcasted Live via Facebook.  
Chairman Anthony Bentley called the meeting to order at 9:07am.   
 
Invocation  
Invocation led by Commissioner James Hagins  
 
Pledge  
Pledge led by Commissioner Flint Shepherd  
Commissioner James Hagins motioned to approve minutes from November 19, Anderson Ford seconded, 
all were in favor the motion carried with no opposition.   
Flint Shepherd motion to approve the agenda. Anderson Ford seconded; all were in favor the motion 
carried with no opposition. 
 
Visitor to Address Commissioners  
Farrer Peeler, Wilkinson County 4-H Agent presented an update on how well 4-H is thriving for the 
students here in Wilkinson County.   
She said there are 143 students enrolled in 4-H, which is a combination of Wilkinson County Schools, 
Happy Hollow, and homeschooled students within the county. 4-H has currently been involved in several 
events around the county. Such events include DEAR day, Trunk or Treat, and the Annual Christmas 
Lighting held at the Wilkinson County Courthouse. Farrer also stated that 4-H is looking forward to going 
to camps, doing fund raisers, and applying for grants to offset cost. She also mentioned that she is working 
toward building a BB Team, getting students ready for DPA to compete at Rock Eagle, and creating a 
Horse Club. Farrah concluded by saying 4-H is off to a good start, and she felt good about where it is 
headed.   
 
Old Business: None  
 
New Business:  
Action Items:   

a. Review and acceptance of Ambulance Service Bid. There were four bids that came from 
different ambulance services. After discussion Flint Shepherd made a motion to approve the bid 
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submitted by Atrium Health Navicent EMS Ambulance Services. Anderson Ford seconded the 
motion. Motion was carried unanimously.   

b. County Manager Tracy Strange gave an overview to Commissioners regarding a new savings 
option for the county, Georgia Fund One Prime. Georgia Fund One Prime would be an additional 
savings account for the county that will allow the county to grow the reserves at a better interest 
rate. The County Manager suggested that a representative from Georgia One Fund Prime come to 
provide more information. She stated that she will reach out to Georgia One Fund Prime to set up 
a meeting with someone  to give an overview to the commissioners regarding the saving option for 
the county. 

Commissioners’ District Report:  
• District 1 Commissioner Flint Shepherd everything has been quiet.  
• District 2 Commissioner James Hagins Loggers has been hauling back on non-hauling roads. 

Commissioner James Hagins said he would contact the Sheriff to get this issue back under control. 
  

• District 3 Commissioner Robert Dame reports that he had been getting calls about some washed 
out dirt roads and JR Sims getting repaired.   

• District 4 Commissioner Anderson Ford said he had been getting several things taken care of with 
the Road Department.  

 
Chairman’s Report:   

• Chairman Anthony Bentley stated that he had been with a citizen about Fire Department budget. 
He states that he explains to them the budget has not been set yet.   

 
County Manager’s Report:  

• County Manager Tracy Strange reported this update from Triple Point about JR Sims Road. Triple 
Point plans are to put in pipe, pack dirt, and replace the broken part of the road.  The estimated 
cost as of right now is $300,000.00. The discussion furthered about if the county would have to be 
responsible for the entire bill.  

• County Manager Tracy Strange asked for clarification on how to spend ARP funds. All 
Commissioners agreed that the ARP funds should be spent on completion of old jail repairs, 
county signs, and updating dumpster cameras. There was a discussion about the Sheriff’s office 
getting a virtual and real gun range. The decision was made that this project should not be funded 
by ARP.   

• County Manager Tracy Strange stated the Digest had been submitted by the Tax Commissioner. 
The Commissioners agreed to have a budget workshop on December 12 at 9:00am.  

• County Manager Tracy Strange concluded her report by thanking the Commissioners for hosting 
the First Annual Christmas Tree lighting.   

 
Public Comment:  
Robert Davidson asked that minutes be updated on the website. County Manager Tracy Strange responded 
that we would look into it.   
Commissioner Flint Shephard motioned to adjourn the meeting; Commissioner Anderson Ford Seconded 
the motion. Motion carried with no opposition.   
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